FINETET TTH TN TUN

. b tlosed to the

)

~ Approved For

1

- WASHINGTON posT

Refd¥3¢r ‘I’g’gglU@NﬂLDCIA-RDP?é; JOTHOR !

JUL 281966

e \

{
N
14
';:
'il - By George Lardner Jr.
<1 Washington Post Biaff Writer,
¥

Sen. Thomas J. Dodd (D-
Lonn.) acknowledged yester-

" day that he flunked the Con-

‘necticut bar exams after his
‘graduation from law school.

r He ;sald he subsequently
-passed the South Dakota bar
‘examinations, . practiced as -a
Jawyer with the Federal Gov-
cerhiment, ‘and wiis . eventually
.admitted to his.own state's
‘bar some 13- vears-after his
first try,

Connectleut’s Supreme
Court of Errors at first re-
tJected his application for ad-
,mission without examination
(on the grounds that recipro-
city rules required 10 years'
practice in South Dakota.
¢t Dodd had never practiced

in  South™Dakots™ BUE~1hd|

iConnecticut rules were "siib-
:sequently changded; after-Dodd
served as a proseclfor.atithe,
Nureiliirg “trials, and he was
.admitted without axamiration:
" The, Senator gave’ the  #t:
count” in his - Senafe  offices
‘at a pre-trial proceeding in
;his libel suit against column-
Ists Drew Pearson and Jack
;Anderson. 'The questioning,
éxpected to last three days,
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Dodd Admits Flunking Connecticut Bar

Anderson brlefed reporters
later. Dodd declined to see the
press, but the substance of the
account was later confirmed,

Dodd graduated from Yale
Law School in 1933. After fail-|
ing the bar exarhs ih Connecti-
cut, he served for a year 4ds
an FBI agent in a district.
that included South Dakota. ¢
- At yesterday’s deposition, he|
sald he took the South Dakota
bar exams intending to stay!
there, but decided that op-
portunitles there were too'

necticut in 1035 with the Na-
tional Youth Administration.
He, joined the Justice Depart-
ment in 1038,

. Dodd said that when he first
applied for admission to the
Connecticut bar under recipro-
city rules, he felt that all he
necded was ten years' experl-
ence rather than a decade's
practiee in South Dakota.

answer dquestions about his
campalgn finances, His lawyers
advised him not: to reply on
the grounds that the questions
were beyond the scope of his
lawsuit, ~v. .. - o

.Anderaon told reporters that
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A2 court order will eventyally|

limited. He returned to Con-: '

" At yesterday's deposition,|
~Dodd refused, however, to}-
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be sought to dompel the Sen-y Dodd's chlet attorney, John
ator to answer. "He alleged|{F. Sonnett, who contends libel,
in his suit that his reputation|precedents say differently, has'
was damaged —. 86 anything|altacked charges and. allegas
that might reflect on his repu-|tions along this line as “impers
tation Is germane,” Anderson|tinent, immaterial and scan-
malntained, < o s s ld T S SPRP ¥
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